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Andy Schaedel, Portland, ODEQ: A program called the Clean Lakes Program was
established in 1972 as part of a major piece of environmental legislation entitled the
Clean Water Act. The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
administered this program in Oregon, under direction of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). Clean Lakes Program funding occurred from 1976 — 1994 but the
program has not been funded over the last decade.

This article is intended to give a brief review on what happened in Oregon under this
program and what is currently happening since the loss of funding to address lake
water quality. This article only focuses on programs that are managed by the
Department of Environmental Quality and does not discuss the status of work done
independently through federal agencies, other state agencies, universities, etc.

SOME BACKGROUND The Clean Lakes Program was established in 1972, under
section 314 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, to provide financial and
technical assistance to States in restoring publicly-owned lakes. The program was set
up as a multiple-part program:

Classifications surveys and Lake Water Quality Assessments: where states
were to identify and rate their lakes according to trophic conditions in order to be
eligible for further funding. The Atlas of Oregon Lakes (OSU Press, 1985) was funded
using this grant and further statewide assessments (including the Citizen Lake Watch)
were done in the early 1990s under this funding;

Phase I - Diagnostic/Feasibility Studies: Funds were awarded for studies
which would analyze a lake’s condition, determine the causes of eutrophication and
procedures necessary to protect and restore its quality;

Phase II - Restoration and Protection Implementation: Funds were awarded
to implement procedures recommended in the Phase I study for restoring and
protecting the lake. Most of the federal funding went to this category;

Phase III - Post Restoration Monitoring: Limited funding was available to
monitoring and document the implementation

The Clean Lakes Program, under the direction of EPA, funded approximately $145
million in grant activities since 1976 to address lake problems. There have been no
general appropriations for the program since 1994. The program provided a widely
varying amount of funding to States, ranging from $2.7 - $20 million per year but was
typically in the $4 - $9 million range. Oregon received approximately $2 million of
funding. The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) administered the
program and most of the work was done under contact to private sector limnologists.
A list of the Phase 1 and 2 projects that were funded under this program is in Table 1.



which supply public water systems, inventory each of those areas to determine
potential sources of contamination, and determine the most susceptible areas at risk
for contamination. Drinking Water Protection plans are encouraged and can be a
great way to address lake water quality concerns which, in turn, can affect water
supplies that are drawn from lakes. For more information, see the DEQ website:
http://lwww.deq.state.or.us/wg/dwp/dwphome.htm or contact Sheree Stewart,
Drinking Water Protection Program Coordinator, Oregon DEQ, 503-229-5413.

MORE TO DO Hopefully, this short summary gives you the impression that work to
address water quality concerns in lakes has not stopped with the loss of the Clean

Lake Program funding. However, | donOt want to leave you with the impression that
everything needed for good statewide management program is getting done. There are
a number of areas that need further work. Two areas that readily come to mind as
needing further work include the development of a program to monitor long-term

status and trends in lake water quality and protection of high quality waters.

There has not been a good monitoring program to determine trends in lakes in Oregon.
The Department had worked with the Center for Lakes and Reservoirs at Portland

State University to develop a Citizen Lake Watch Program. This program was designed
to have volunteers do periodic observations on a lake (e.g. secchi depth, weed
distribution, invasive species watch, note watershed activity and limited chemical
measurements) and was periodically supplemented with more detailed study by
scientists to help identify trends and problems. This program has not continued in
recent years due to lack of on-going funding. It was set up with Clean Lakes Funds,
continued on 319 Grant Funds and shifted to State funding but it was inadequate to
keep the trend monitoring going and to do all that was required out of the PSU CLR.

The Clean Water Act and Oregon water quality standards (340-41-026) recognize the
need to give higher protection to waters that constitute an outstanding state or

national resource. These waters, such as waters designated as extraordinary resource
waters or critical habitat areas, are to be classified as OOutstanding Resource Waters.O
If so designated by the Environmental Quality Commission, a plan is to be put

together to protect the water quality parameters that affect the ecological integrity of
critical habitat or special water quality values that are vital to the unigque character of
those water bodies. Crater Lake and Waldo Lake have been suggested as two such
waters. The Department has not had sufficient resources to work on these
nominations given the need for developing or modifying other water quality standards,
doing consultation with federal agencies on these standards and responding to
lawsuits on those standards.



